	FLOOR GRATING REMOVAL PROCEDURE

PURPOSE
This procedure is designed minimize fall and trip hazards associated with the removal of floor gratings when performing maintenance or service tasks. 
PROCEDURE
No floor grating is to be removed from without first contacting the Safety Department and obtaining a completed Grating Removal Permit. 
Prior to grating removal and the start of work, the Safety Department will review the procedures and protective measures required by the permit. 
For grating removal, ALL the following requirements shall apply: 
I.          Never remove or leave a piece of grating out without first installing a rigid barricade, guardrail or equivalent, which will entirely encompass the opening, or properly cover the opening. 
A.  If covers are utilized, they must: 
1.   Be constructed as to adequately support without failure, at least twice the weight of any person(s) and /or equipment that it may use in maintenance or servicing. 
2.   Be cleated, or secured by means of wire tie downs, clips or other equivalent fastening method. 
3.    Have some means of identifying the hazard on the cover, such as “Floor Opening” or “Hole” stenciled, painted or otherwise prominently inscribed. 
B. If rigid barricading or guardrail is used, it shall: 
1.   Be constructed of wood (2”x4”/38x89mm), angle iron or material of comparable strength, or a combined system of components capable of achieving the same, e.g. wire rope and stanchions 
2.   Have a complete toprail (no voids) 
3.   Have a toprail height of not less than 39” (0.9m) and not more than 42” (1.1m) above the grate floor 
4.   Have a complete midrail installed at a point midway between the top edge of the toprail and the grate floor, with exception to the designated access point to the removed grate(s) opening 
5.   Be secured, self supporting and capable of withstanding all expected loads. 
6.   Have a toeboard, with exception to the designated access point to the removed grate(s) openings 
II.  Upon removal of grating 
A.   Ensure the remaining grates bordering the removed grate(s) opening are protected from movement or slippage. The existing grating can be secured by wiring down, installing clips or other means capable of being secured. 
B.   Set grating in an area as to not cause a tripping hazard or interfere with other contractors or work activities 
C.   Stack grating away from the opening or no higher than the top of the toeboard as to eliminate any chance of it being knocked into or across the opening. 
D.   Stacks shall be organized and uniform and not present a safety hazard 
III.   Additional measures 
A.   When working in the area of removed grating, ensure adequate lighting is provided to illuminate the opening 
B.   Warn and inform other personnel in the area of the removed grating 
C.   When re-installing gratings, ensure that it is correctly positioned and fastened. 
D.  Take additional precautions as necessary to prevent injury. 
E.   Leather work gloves are required when handling grating 
F.   All grating must be reinstalled at the completion of the work task or at the end of the shift. No opening shall remain beyond the end of a shift, unless a new permit is obtained. 
G.  No opening shall ever be left unguarded…post a watch if necessary.  
NOTE: Any requirement for deviation or change to the above procedure shall be submitted in writing to the safety department for review and approval prior. 
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